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He was forced to fight for a cause that he hated ! 
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" NEVER BEFORE IN THE LONG HISTORY OF WARFARE HAD THERE BEEN SUCH ‘A 
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LIGHTNING ADVANCE AS THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF THE PACIFIC. IN A FEW 
SHORT MONTHS, THE YELLOW INVADERS SWARMED FROM SINGAPORE TO THE 
PHILIPPINES .... ALMOST TO THE SHORES OF AUSTRALIA. 


THEN THE ALLIES STRUCK BACK, ISLAND- HOPPING 70 TOKYO. EACH 
ISLAND REGAINED PROVIDED AN ADVANCE BASE FOR OUR FIGHTER AND 
BOMBER AIRCRAFT. THE FLYERS CALLED IT... ‘THE HARD WAY BACK’, 
















4 Skyway to Tokyo 
cuapter 1. Unwanted Aussie 


THE ISLAND OF TARAPAN WAS ONLY A FEW SQUARE MILES OF JUNGLE-COVERED ROCK . re 
BUT IT COMMANDED THE CROSS-ROADS OF THE PACIFIC. JAP-HELD, 
NO-ONE THOUGHT IT WAS GOING TO BE AN EASY NUT TO CRACK. 





THIS IS 
IT, YOU GUYS! 


See 
re 
lu . Mt E 


te 
oe 


oe 
rn 
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_- = HOLD ON SEE 


mA 10 YOUR HATS, 
Zea FELLAS — ZEROS 


COMING UP! 


Z Pp : 4 
IN .THE LEADING VENTURA, LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER MARTY WEST — AN EASY-GOING SN 
SOUTHERNER — GLANCED DOWN. AS HE WEAVED BETWEEN HEAVY FLAK BURSTS. ———— 
9 = t.— : a 
ene meer — 
5 ey 


COMBAT STATIONS, YS 
EVERYBODY! 
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JAPANESE ZERO FIGHTERS SCREAMED UP FROM THE ISLAND'S AIRSTRIPS, MACHINE.GUNS i 
AND CANNONS BELTING OUT A TYPEWRITER CLATTER AS THEY TORE INTO THE VENTURAS. 


, = 





HERE THEY 
COME NOW - LET’S 
+ SEE YOU GUYS HIT 


AT HIS COMBAT STATION IN THE VENTURA'S DORSAL TURRET, 
CHUCK HARRIS, MARTY’S PINT-SIZED NAVIGATOR, LET 
FLY WITH TWIN .S0 CALIBRE MACHINE-GUNS, 


C’MON 
. AND 'GET IT, 
* YOU YELLOW 
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ANOTHER ZERO CAME AT THEM, SENDING A FROM THE VENTRAL POSITION IN THE PLANE'S 
“STREAM OF BULLETS INTO THE VENTURA’S FUSELAGE, ‘BIG FINN' ANDERSON — RADIOMAN 
CABIN. THEY NARROWLY MISSED MARTY. HIS 1ST CLASS AND BLOND SCANDINAVIAN GIANT - 
CO-PILOT WAS NOT SO LUCKY. HAMMERED OUT A DEATH-DUET ON HiS TWIN FIFTIES. 


wea \ ceo \ 


PLAY ROUGH! YOU | Y BOY,.OH BOY, ; 
HIT BAD, \ ISURE NAILED RAYS 
CLYDE? SNe : 


FINN KNOCKED 
ONE DOWN, ANYWAY! 
STICK IT OUT, CLYDE - 
I'LL SOON GET YOU 
TO THE DOC, 


y 
XN 
GUESS ILL. 
LIVE, MARTY woo 
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WITH A SPEED OF OVER 300 M.P.H., THE VENTURAS ~ THE U.S. NAVY'S 
FASTEST BOMBERS ~ SOON OUTDISTANCED THE JAPANESE ZERO FIGHTERS. 





MARTY SET HIS PLANE DOWN GENTLY ON 
THEIR SMALL PACIFIC ISLAND BASE., 


WE'LL HAVE 
YOU FIXED UP 
INNO TIE, 
CLYDE. 
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ASHIS‘CO-PILOT WAS RUSHED TO THE SICK BAY, MARTY 
LED HIS CREW TOWARDS THE INTERROGATION TENT. 


SURE iS ROUGH 
ON CLYDE GETTING IT 


THAT WAY... YEAH. 
WONDER WHO 


WE'LL GET FOR 
CO-PILOT NOW? 


THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER 
WAITED FOR THEM, AND HE 
WAS NOT ALONE .... WITH HIM 
WAS A SQUADRON-LEADER 

OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN 
AIR FORCE. 


Ses) L- 
= STOPPED SOHE JAP 
»\\\T LEAD, COMMANDER — HE 


WON'T BE FLYING AGAIN 
FOR A WHILE, 


MARTY? I’ SURE 
SORRY TO HEAR IT, 
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MARTY’S GLANCE TOOK IN THE AUSSIE ... LEA! 
AND HARD, A FIGHTING-HAN, = 


THIS 1S SQUADROK-LEADER 
BILL SNOW, R.A.A.F., LIAISON 
OFFICER FOR THE TARAPAN INVASION. 
HE CAN FIT IN AS YOUR CO-PI 
IN CLYDE’S PLACE. 


HIYA, SNOWY! 
7 {FIGURE WECAN | 
SURE USE SOME LIAISON 
; AROUND HERE! 


BUT AS THE C.0: LEFT, CHUCK HARRIS STEPPED 
FORWARD, HIS FACE SOUR, HIS WORDS SNAPPING 
OUT LIKE BULLETS. 


LIAISON, THE MAN CALLS (T.25 
_HURDER WOULD'BE A BETTER WORD! 1 KNOW 


OF SOME AUSTRALIANS WHO DROPPED BOMBS 
IN THE-WRONG PLACE ... ON AMERICAN INFANTRY! 
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CHUCK’S VOICE ROSE TO AHIGH- PITCHED [- 
SNARL OF PAIN AND HATE. a 


I 












HASTILY, MARTY AND BIG FINN 
GRABBED HOLD OF CHUCK. 


NOW, TAKE 
IT EASY, CHUCK, 
WILL YA? 








: PROOF! AUSSIE BOMBS 
ae al KILLED MY BROTHER ... MAYBE 

YOU PERSONALLY KILLED 
HIM, SNOW! 


OF WHAT YOU'RE 
SAYING. 


—S 






AS HARTY RELEASED HIM, CHUCK SCOWLED, TURNED 
4 SHARPLY AND WALKED AWAY, BIG FINN FROWNED. 


=) 


BILL SNOW KEPT HIS 


TEMPER. HE SPOKE 
CALMLY AS HE 
ANSWERED CHUCK. 














GUESS WE'RE GONNA Y| 
HAVE TROUBLE WITH 
“CHUCK, MARTY. 







YEAH, HE'S GOT AN 


I'VE ALWAYS FLOWN 4 
OUTSIZE CHIP ON HIS 


FIGHTERS, SPORT, SO YOU 
CAN'T NAIL THAT ONE 


ON KY DOOR. I'M SORRY TO 
\HEAR ABOUT YOUR BROTHER, 
be THOUGH. 





DEATH ISN'T CONFIRMED AS 
“YET. IT’S JUST 


A RUKOUR . en 
: . 





SNOWY QUICKLY SLIPPED INTO THE EASY-GOING WAYS 
OF THE AMERICANS ... AND ONLY CHUCK KEPT HIS 
DISTANCE. 


CHUCK HARRIS, THE BASEBALL 

PLAYER FROM MINNESOTA, SAT 
A Fi w 

t/a PART FROM HIS CREW AND 


SURE’S A PITY NURSED HIS HATRED ... 
CHUCK SEEMS SET ON 


—_ SPLITTING UP THE CREW 
We 1 CAME UP THE THIS-AWAY, 
HARD. WAY ... SERGEANT-PILOT 
AT NEW GUINEA, GOT OUT OF 
SINGAPORE ONE STEP AHEAD 
OF THE JAPS ... THEN 
WITH A CARRIER OFF 


WLLFIX | 
THAT AUSSIE ... MLL 


NEXT MORNING, THE VENTURA CREWS WERE CALLED FOR BRIEFING, 
THIS WAS TO BE SNOWY’S FIRST FLIGHT WITH HIS NEW FRIENDS, 
ARTE seme sR 


/ THERE'LL BE NO LET-UP FROM NOW ON — 
OUR NUMBER ONE JOB IS TO SOFTEN UP TARAPAN 
READY FOR D-DAY. THE PRESENT TRIP 1S GOING 

TO BE A HIGH-LEVEL FLIGHT PLUS 
PRECISION BOMBING ! 
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AND, HOURS LATER, THE CREWS SAW THE VITAL ISLAND OF TARAPAN 
SELOW ... THEN CHUCK’S MOCKING VOICE GRATED IN SNOWY’S EARPHONE. 





SPOT-ON 
TARGET, AUSSIE ... THE 
RIGHT TARGET! 


YOU DON'T SAY! 
vee NOW DRY UP, 


hl _ Lm JOKERS 
beaitih 


| 


A PRESENT 
FOR YOU, NIPS ~ WITH 
POSITIVELY NO LOVE AT ALL 
FROM THE U.S. NAVY! 


NOT TO MENTION 
THE R.A.A.F. 
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cuapter 2. Zeros V. Lightnings 


FAR BELOW, THE JAPANESE DEFENCES ON TARAPAN 
WERE BLASTED WITH HIGH EXPLOSIVE VIOLENCE. 





THEIR TASK COMPLETED, THE VENTURAS TURNED BACK OVER SPARKLING 
BLUE WATER ... AND SNOWY’S SHARP EYES PICKED OUT A TRACE 
OF SMOKE ON THE DISTANT HORIZON. : 
WHAT DO YOU 
MAKE OF THAT DOWN 
THERE, HARTY? 


SURE LOOKS 
LIKE SHIPPING - WE'LL GO 
TAKE A-LOOK-SEE. 
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MARTY RADIOED THE REST OF THE FLIGHT OF HIS INTENTIONS 
AND HEADED TOWARDS THE SMOKE COLUMN. ¢ 


GEE! THAT'S 
A JAP AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
WAY OUT HERE ... ESCORTED 
BY TWO DESTROYERS ... AND 
HEADING STRAIGHT FOR 
TARAPAN! 





BIG FINN RADIOED THE STARTLING NEWS BACK TO BASE, AND BY 
THE TIME THE VENTURA TOUCHED DOWN, THE AIRFIELD WAS A 
HIVE OF ACTIVITY. 
GEE! LOOKS LIKE 
WE'LL BE TAKING OFF 
AGAIN SOON AS 


LIVELY NOW, 
MEN! | WANT THESE 
PLANES REFUELLED AND ARMED 
WITH TORPEDOES — FAST! 
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THE GROUND CREWS SWEATED OUT A RACE ‘AGAINST TIME, 
LOADING THE VENTURAS WITH AERIAL TORPEDOES, 






YOU'RE GOING 
RIGHT BACK INTO ACTION — 
NOW! THAT AIRCRAFT CARRIER’S 
GOT TO BE STOPPED. IT MUST 
NEVER REACH TARAPAN! 


THE VENTURAS ROARED UP TO DEAL WITH THE ENEMY VESSEL ... THIS 
TIME, ESCORTED BY LOCKHEED: LIGHTNING P-38 FIGHTERS. 


Skyway to 


OKAY, YOU FLY HER NOW, 
SNOWY ~ YOU’LL SOON GET 
THE FEEL OF HER. 


'M GAME, 


eo oN 4 
ie Be SS 
incl Vo NS 


BILL SNOW FOUND THE BIG TWIN-ENGINE MONOPLANE EASY TO HANDLE. 


SHE'S A 


f GLAD YOU 
{ BEAUT, MARTY - FLIES : 
LIKE A BIRD? y LIKE HER ... THERE'S THE } 


JAPS - I'LL TAKE 
OVER NOW! 


AND LATER = | 
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THE JAPANESE CARRIER HAD A FULL-LENGTH 
FLIGHT DECK AND WAS ARMED WITH 5.5 AND 


3-INCH GUNS. IT CARRIED TWENTY AIRCRAFT, 
AND HAD ‘HINGED’ FUNNELS, 


MIA IE 


4 LYLE 


Z 


Tokyo 


ENEMY AIRCRAFT - 

ALL ZEROS ATTACK! 

STRIKE LIKE THE WIND 
OF HEAVEN! 


AS THE ZEROS CLIMBED, THE AMERICAN 


LIGHTNINGS POUNCED ... SCREAMING DOWN 
WITH GUNS HAMMERING. 
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SIT TIGHT, 
FELLAS... WE'RE 
GOING IN? 














| SURE HOPE 
CHUCK'S GONNA TRANSFER 
SOME OF HIS DISLIKE FOR 
SNOWY TO THESE NIPS! 





AND CHUCK cea THE TWO JAPANESE DESTROYERS MANOEUVRED 
HARRIS HAD : TO PROTECT THE CARRIER. THEY HURLED A 
FORGOTTEN THE i FURIOUS FLAK BARRAGE SKYWARD, BUT THE 
AUSTRALIAN... SY38 VENTURA KEPT TO ITS COURSE. SNOWY WAS 
FOR THE MOMENT. gy FILLED WITH ADMIRATION. 


1 GOT HIM! THESE YANKS 
1GOT THE ARE GAME ... GAME 
YELLOW APE! AS NED KELLY! 


= 


MARTY FOUGHT TO KEEP HIS AIRCRAFT STEADY, ‘THEN JERKED 
THE RELEASE ... AND THE TWENTY-ONE INCH TORPEDO FELL AWAY. 
aT zP 
~ “an 


EEE 


THAT'S ALL 
te FOR YOU, NIPS - 
AND DON'T SAY I NEVER 
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HECK! MISSED... 
OKAY VENTURA TWO, 
GO ON DOWN AND 
LET 'ER RIP?! 
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THIS TIME, THE TORPEDO RAN TRUE ... EXPLODING IN A SHEET OF 
FLAME AND VIOLENCE AGAINST THE CARRIER’S STEEL HULL. 






= = 


NY 


\) 









\Y 







AND THAT’S 
RAHMED ONE UP YOUR 
IMPERIAL SPOUT! 






\Y 
ASX 


al 


GOOD ON YER, MATES. 
THEY'VE HAD ENOUGH! 


Ay TARAPAN IN THAT 
CONDITION! 
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MARTY GAVE THE ORDER TO RETURN TO BASE. 
AND AS THEY LANDED ALL THE CREWS WERE 
JUBILANT AT THE SUCCESS OF THEIR MISSION. 


/ WAAL, AUSSIE, ° YOU'LL DO... SO LONG 
HOW D’YOU LIKE AS YOU'VE GOT A DIGGER 
WORKING WITH ALONG TO SET YOU RIGHT! 


= 


/ THAT'S FIGHTING 





WITH HIS BROTHER'S DEATH STILL PREYING 
ON HIS MIND, CHUCK'S TEMPER FLARED UP. 


PACK IT UP, 
CHUCK - | WAS ONLY 
KIDDING YOU. 


TALK, AUSSIE! 
WE DON'T NEED 
YOU ALONG! 


4 
a a ; : j 
a? - ee z 
}—} SNOWY WAS ONLY JOKING, BUT ... CHUCK ff 
4 HARRIS DID NOT THINK IT FUNNY. 7 


THE AUSTRALIAN CONSIDERED HE'D TAKEN 
PLENTY FROM CHUCK HARRIS. AND HE 
WASN'T TAKING ANY MORE. 


BILL SNOW WAS NOT 
LOOKING FOR A 
FIGHT ... BUT 
CHUCK SEEMED 
DETERMINED TO 
FORCE ONE ON HIM, 


C'MON — FIGHT,- 
YOU AUSTRALIAN 
BUSHRANGER ! 


ALL RIGHT, 
YOU JOKER, IF 
. THAT'S THE WAY 
YOU WANT IT! 









SAY, WHAT'S 
fA THE FIGHT ABOUT, 
MARTY? 


JUST ANOTHER 
EXAMPLE OF ALLIED 
CO-OPERATION! 4 
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CHUCK HURLED HIMSELF AT SNOWY, FISTS SWINGING 
WILDLY, HIS FACE TWISTED IN A MASK OF FURY. 
y 








SNOWY FINISHED IT QUICKLY WITH A POWER- 
PACKED DRIVE TO THE POINT OF THE JAW. 
CHUCK HIT THE GROUND — HARD. 







NOW, JACK 
IT UP, YOU 
DINGO... I'M 
WILLING TO 

SHAKE IF 
YOU ARE. 
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CHUCK, BREATHING HEAVILY, 
IGNORED SNOWY'S OUT- 
STRETCHED HAND, 





C'MON, CHUCK — 
SHAKE AND CALL 
{T QUITS. 


NOT ME! 
NOT WITH AN AUSSIE 
SAVAGE! 


WHAT D'YUH THINK 
OF THAT? / 


NOT MUCH! 
SEEMS LIKE HE'S 
SET ON FIGHTING OUR 
ALLIES INSTEAD OF JAPS, 
ON ACCOUNT OF HIS 
BROTHER. 
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CHAPTER 3. Bowling-Alley Bombers 


THAT EVENING, IN THE MESS TENT, ONLY CHUCK WAS § = 
ABSENT, AND BILL SNOW Was uh AS ONE OF j > eee 
THE VENTURA AIR-CREW. XK 








HE'S FLOWN HIS FIRST 
MISSION WITH US AND = 







SUCKING UP TO THAT = 
OIGGER! BUT I'LL GET HIM 4 
= ae 


AY \\ 


at i TET wa tnt ii \" 
pe He rege Wy 


Ms 






































F are i 
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THIS IS GOING TO BE A LOW-LEVEL MISSION ! 
THESE PHOTOS REVEAL CAVES IN THE CLIFF 
& FACE OVERLOOKING THE BEACH — AND THE JAPS HAVE 
SITED HEAVY MACHINE-GUNS IN THEM! 


BILL SNOW'S LIPS TWISTED IN A WRY SMILE AS HE 
STUDIED THE PHOTOGRAPHS. 


\\ \N' 


THOSE GUNS HAVE GOT TO BE 
KNOCKED OUT BEFORE OUR MEN LAND ON TARAPAN! 
YOU'LL GO IN AT HIGH TIDE ... AND 
SKIP YOUR BOMBS INTO THE CAVES! 
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SOME CAPER THIS, 
MARTY! IT’S SUICIDE, 
IF YOU ASK ME! 


YEAH, IT’S 
A RUGGED DEAL 
RIGHT ENOUGH. 


OKAY. LET’S GO! 
GUNNERS, ON YOUR 
TOES NOW! ALL SET... 
LET 'ER RIP! 


ea 
iff, 
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INSIDE THE CAVES OF TARAPAN,, THE JAPANESE CROUCHED 
OVER THEIR HEAVY MACHINE-GUNS, WAITING ... 


AYEE! SEE, SSS 
THE YANKEES COME! 


SHOOT THEM DOWN! - 



















GOOD ON YER, - 
SPORT — IT'S BANG 
ON TARGET! 
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THE BOMB ‘SKIPPED’ THE WATER ... BOUNCING OVER : 
THE SURFACE AND LEAPING INTO THE MOUTH OF THE CAVE, 


NEU, NEI... 
RUN, HEN OF NIPPON! 
RUN FOR YOUR 
‘LIVES! 





BUT THOSE TRAPPED IN THE CAVE HAD NO 
CHANCE TO RUN. THEY DIED IN A VIOLENT 
HOLOCAUST OF FLAME AND FLYING METAL : 
AND ROCK. ) KEEP HER THANKS, 
STRAIGHT AND LEVEL, MARTY - GOING 
NUMBER TWO. I'M y IN NOW! 
COVERING YOU, 
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KEEP YOUR 
HEADS DOWN, ‘YOU 
DUMB APES! 





ONE AFTER ANOTHER THE VENTURAS TORE IN ON THEIR SKIP-BOMB RUNS, 
AND WHEN THEY TURNED FOR HOME, THE CAVES WERE DESTROYED, 


MISSION COMPLETED — 
AND HOW! LET’S MAKE 
TRACKS FOR BASE. 
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AS BILL SNOW STEPPED FROM THE AIRCRAFT, HE WATCHED 
CHUCK GO OFF ALONE — AND FELT SORRY FOR HIM. 5 



















THE STUPID COOT! 
WHY CAN'T HE BE 
FRIENDLY? WELL, | SUPPOSE 
“IT'S UP TO ME ..0 





WITH LONG STRIDES, THE AUSTRALIAN 
SQUADRON-LEADER SOON CAUGHT 
UP WITH CHUCK. 






HIM TIME «20 
HE'LL GET 
OVER IT. 






x “NOW eas I 


HATE! {DIDN'T Via 


TAKE YOUR 
FILTHY PAWS 
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WHEN MARTY AND BIG FINN JOINED SNOWY, NEITHER OF 
THEM HAD A LOT OF SYMPATHY TO WASTE ON CHUCK. 





YOU'RE WASTING 
YOUR TIME, SNOWY. YEAH, FORGET HIM — 


HE CAN'T FIGURE LET; GO/GRAB A WHATEVER YOU 
STRAIGHT ANY HORE. } \_ DRINK, FELLAS: SAY, SPORTS! 


THEN, AS THE SCHEDULED TIME FOR THE INVASION OF TARAPAN DREW YW 
G OFFICER AT THE AIR BASE BRIEFED HIS HEN: 


ff & 


Gy ( TONIGHT, TO HIT TARAPAN AFTER DARK WITH FULL BOMB LOADS. THE 
IDEA IS TO SPOIL THE JAPS’ SLEEP BEFORE WE HOVE IN! 


er —— 


' “a “ 
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HEY, OUR 


GOSH! WHAT ‘Sage 
HAPPENS NOW? 
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MARTY SPOKE OVER THE INTERCOM TO CHUCK, WHO BUT AS THE PLANE ROARED THROUGH THE 
SAT AT THE NAVIGATOR’S DESK. DARK, MOONLESS NIGHT OVER AN EMPTY SEA, : 
; = A DOUBT SLOWLY EDGED INTO SNOWY’S MIND. & 


ITSUPTO SKIPPER, RELAX! : A 
YOU NOW, CHUCK - YOU KNOW YOU'VE GOT 


I'VE A NASTY 
SUSPICION WE'RE NOT 
SJ ON COURSE ... AND MARTY 
ADMITTED CHUCK CAN’T FIGURE 
STRAIGHT NOW! 


RECKON ILL 
CHECK WITH THE 
BOYS BEHIND. 


THAT'S NO 
GOOD ... THEY’RE ONLY 
S FOLLOWING US! 
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| THEN CHUCK SPOKE AGAIN — F——_— 
AND SO DID SNOWY. 





DEAD ON TARGET, MARTY ! 
TARAPAN COKING UP AHEAD = 
GET READY TO BOMB! YAIR, THERE'S AN 
ISLAND OF SORTS DOWN 
THERE ... BUT IS IT 
TARAPAN? 


ZA THE DOUBT IN SNOWY’'S MIND GREW BIGGER ... 
HE FELT IN HIS BONES THAT CHUCK WAS WRONG, 


COO CEEOL OM, 
REO 


“Os SW SERS 
% c? Me 50,23 
BERR RRL 
OSORIO 
RY ee 
PEELS 5 


ye 
a ay 


MARTY! I'VE GOT A 
FEELING THIS ISN'T THE 


RIGHT ISLAND — THERE MIGHT 


BE AUSSIES DOWN THERE. YOU 
MUSTN'T RISK BOMBING OUR 
OWN LADS! 
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CHUCK HARRIS HEARD HIM OVER THE INTERCOM AND && BS : 
CAME STORMING INTO THE PILOT'S CABIN. 


"a 





LOOK HERE, DIGGER, 
y JUST WHO D'YUH THINK YOU 
ARE? I'M NAVIGATING THIS 
MISSION, NOT YOU! 


NOTHING PERSONAL, - 
CHUCK ... BUT ANYONE CAN 
MAKE A MISTAKE! ; 


MARTY WEST TOOK A 
LONG BREATH. HE WAS 
THE PATROL COMMANDER 
... AND HE ALONE HA 

TO MAKE THE ; 
DECISION. : 


IN 


7 bY” OKAY, CHUCK, 
\, THAT'S GOOD ENOUGH 
ae FOR ME ... WERE 


N. i i y iy y BOMBING! 





THE BOMB-BAY DOOR OF SIX VENTURA RS 


AIRCRAFT OPENED. A DELUGE OF 
SUDDEN DEATH PLUMMETED DOWN 
THROUGH THE NIGHT SKY ON TO THE 
ISLAND BELOW. SNOWY GRITTED HIS 


5 
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YOU'RE WRONG, YOU 
COOTS - HOPELESSLY WRONG 
THERE’S NO TELLING WHO 
YOU'RE BOMBING DOWN 
THERE ! 


SNOWY WATCHED IN BITTER SILENCE WHILE THEIR DEADLY CARGO EXPLODED FAR 
BELOW. HE WAS SURE IN HIS OWN MIND THAT THIS WAS NOT THEIR TARGET. 


THE AIRCRAFT TURNED BACK TO BASE, : 
WITH ALL EXCEPT SNOWY FEELING SATISFIED. 
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THE SQUADRON COMMANDER WAS WAITING IMPATIENTLY TO 
LEARN THE RESULT OF THEIR STRIKE WHEN THEY LANDED. 
WAAL, HOW'D IT GO, Dd es 


MARTY? NO TROUBLE? 























— 


bea EF 
wi 
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sone Wt wet we walled 


| 


G 


1 GUESS WE HIT 


TARAPAN OKAY. 
Sr comer ate? 100 wenn Alilll iat i 


ano AULA \ 


AA ary | 


ually, iit 
AAU ey {letra 


Fes 
—— 


: Sap’ Y~ iB \ 
‘ay ¥ “d\n 


{VE GOT SOMETHING TO REPORT, COMMANDER. THE 
AUSSIE TRIED TO STOP US BOMBING ... SAID ! CAN'T NAVIGATE! 
AND 1 WON'T STAND FOR THAT KIND OF INTERFERENCE ! 
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“THE COMMANDER LOOKED STARTLED. HE SHOT A Quick GLANCE AT SNOWY, THEN TURNED TO MARTY. i 
- 
0 -——S 


wa; 


( ¢ 

{\ 

: = 
OS 





“THIS IS A SERIOUS MATTER ... 
/ YOU CAN'T BOTH BE RIGHT, GUESS 
WE’LL HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE THE 


WHAT HAVE 
YOU GOT TO SAY, 
QUADRON-LEADER? J 


* I'M SURE WE BOMBED 
THE WRONG ISLAND, SIR — AND 
__ WY WARNING WAS IGNORED. 
OUR COMPASS WENT COCK-EYED ... 
AND CHUCK'S NAVIGATING 


WAS WAY OUT! 


42. Skyway to Tokyo 
THE LONG HOURS OF WAITING DRAGGED OUT TILL AT LAST 
THE RECONNAISSANCE PLANE RETURNED. 
BANG ON TARGET, - 
COMMANDER! THERE'S NOT 
THE SLIGHTEST DOUBT ABOUT 


IT - TARAPAN TOOK ONE HECK OF 
A PASTING LAST NIGHT! 


‘ YOU SEE... 
(WAS RIGHT ALL 
THE TIME! 


‘NEVER BEEN MORE GLAD 
TO BE WRONG — CHUCK — 


SO MUCH FOR 
AUSSIE NAVIGATING! FIRST 
THEY BOMB US YANKS 
~ NOW THEY TRY TO STOP 
US BOMBING JAPS! 
SOME ALLIES! 
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cuapter 4. Beach-Head Battle | 


THE DAY FINALLY CAME FOR THE GREAT ATTACK. THE VENTURAS, ESCORTED BY LIGHTNING FIGHTERS, 
FLEW OUT ACROSS THE PACIFIC TO RENDEZVOUS WITH THE INVASION FORCE STEAMING ON TARAPAN. 









Skyway to Tokyo 

THE AIR CREWS LOOKED DOWN ON A HEARTENING SIGHT ... A GREAT ARMADA OF TRANSPORT SHIPS 
PROTECTED BY A NAVAL COVERING FORCE 5 q 2 
ARISE SSW 

Ws S \ 

# . YES, SIR, THAT . \ ; 

- \ SURE LOOKS GOOD! THOSE Wt 
Z Ys JAPS ON TARAPAN ARE N& 


A GOING TO WONDER 


», WHAT HIT THEM! , {EF : 


SURE DUE FOR A 
ROCKET! 
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| 


BE READY WITH 
YOUR DEPTH CHARGES! 











THAT 
SHOULD TAKE CARE 
OF HIM! 
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THERE SHE tS! 
NOW TO GIVE THOSE 
JAPS WHAT THEY 

DESERVE! 

















Skyway to Tokyo 47 


AS THE LANDING CRAFT SURGED THROUGH FOAMING BREAKERS 
TO REACH THE BEACHES, WARTY TOOK HIS PLANE DOWN LOW. =} 
- ‘7? LEADER TO 


ALL VENTURAS - 
MAKE SMOKE! 








DENSE SMOKE BILLOWED OUT FROM THE LOW-FLYING VENTURAS, 
FORKING A SCREEN TO HIDE THE AMERICAN AND 
ASHORE. 


THAT'S THE STUFF, 
YOU NAVY FLYERS ~ LAY 
IT DOWN GOOD AND : 
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BUT THE JAPS WERE DETERMINED TO FIGHT HARD FOR TARAPAN ... s 
AND THEIR FIGHTING PLANES SWARMED UP LIKE A CLOUD OF WASPS. ; 
: 7 SSS Se 


WATCH IT, 
HARTY ~ ZEROS |} 
ATTACKING! 


ee | aay 
EEE 
ER 


THEN THE LIGHTNINGS SWOOPED AND ENGAGED THE ZEROS OVER THE BEACH-HEAD. "2 
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STILL LAYING SMOKE, MARTY ZIGZAGGED DESPERATELY AS JAP 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS BLASTED VICIOUSLY ALL ROUND HIM. 
THEN A PIECE OF SHRAPNEL STRUCK HOME, 


FASTEN YOUR 
SAFETY-BELTS, YOU JOKERS! 
EMERGENCY LANDING § 





Skyway to Tokyo 


HE GUIDED HER DOWN TO A DESERTED STRIP OF BEACH, FIGHTING 
TO MAINTAIN LEVEL FLIGHT. SAND SPRAYED AS THE 
WHEELS TOUCHED DOWN, 


mAihves~ 
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YOU AREN'T KIDDING 
THIS SPOT SURE AIN'T 


WAS JUST GREAT, NO HEALTH RESORT! 


iumenmeile SNOWY, NOW WE'VE GOT- 
TO LOCATE THE.DAMAGE 
AND GET OFF THE 
DECK - FAST! 








___ Skyway to Tokyo 5I 
SNOWY KEPT WATCH WHILE THE THREE AMERICANS | ‘iy, ~ 


1 FIGURE IT 
MUST BE THE HAIN 
FUEL SUPPLY LINE | 





AN ENEMY PATROL WAS CHASING A LONE AMERICAN INFANTRYMAN ALONG THE BEACH 
MA.» WOUNDED, HE STUMBLED AND FELL. SNOWY.LEAPT FORWARD ... 


————— 


FROM HIM, YOU YELLOW 
MONKEYS! 
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SNOWY REACHED THE WOUNDED MAN AND CROUCHED PROTECTIVELY 
ALONGSIDE HIM. HIS TOMMY-GUN SENT DEATH SLICING INTO THE JAPANESE ... 






— 


— See 
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HOLD "EH, SNOWY —' 
WE'RE COMING! 





Skyway to Tokyo 


THE ENEMY PATROL WAS WIPED OUT ... AND THEN CAME THE BIGGEST SHOCK 
OF ALL. AS CHUCK STARED DOWN AT THE WOUNDED AMERICAN ~ 


DAVE ... KY BROTHER cd 
DAVE! | THOUGHT YOU 


WERE DEAD! 


NOT HE, BOY - 
SURE GOOD TO SEE 
YUH, CHUCK. 


DAVE... IT 
REALLY 1S MY BROTHER, 
ALIVE! AND I THOUGHT 
THE AUSSIES HAD KILLED 
HIM! BUT IT WAS SNOWY — 
~ AN AUSSIE -‘WHO SAVED 





: Sony # to = 


GET STUCK IN, 
‘ A you FELLAS! GET SOME 
SPEED ON! - 


Hr 
NIN hn 


SUDDENLY YELLOW FACES LOOKED OUT FROM THE |-——Soageg ‘f hah 
SUNGLE’S EDGE - AND GUNFIRE CRACKLED. ———— ties tA rms f i 
i , : WS ~~ 
a i} ie ; é 


THERE ARE 
MORE OF THE LITTLE 
PERISHERS! n 


DESTROY THE 
YANKEE AIRCRAFT! 
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AS JAPANESE SOLDIERS RUSHED THE PLANE. 
JUST RELAX, © 
FELLA - WE'LL 


SOON HAVE YUH 
OUTA THIS! 
















CHUCK CLIMBED INTO HIS DORSAL TURRET AND 
OPENED FIRE ON THE ADVANCING ENEMY. STREAMS 
OF HOT LEAD THINNED THEIR RANKS ... NO SOONER HAD THEY DISPERSED THE JAPS AND‘ 
FINISHED THEIR REPAIR JOB THAN MORE ENEMY 


SOLDIERS SPRANG SCREAMING OUT OF THE JUNGLE, 
WENN vi | 
SAHIN ABA [if 
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TAKE HER UP, & 
SNOWY — FAST! 


MORONS, COME AND GET A 


——, 
peel ONE-WAY TICKET TO JOIN YOUR 
Ye 
Wd: 
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SNOWY SWITCHED ON THE ENGINES, SHOVED THE THROTTLES FORWARD FOR MAXIMUM BOOST, AND 
RELEASED THE BRAKES. HE HELD HIS BREATH AS THE VENTURA MOVED FORWARD. 
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THE WHEELS SEEMED 

TO STICK IN THE SAND é 

«+. HE NUDGED pea ~ s COME UP, YOU 

HIS RUDDER . . BEAUT! UP... UP... 
PEDAL AND 


THE COLUMN. | YP 





Skyway to Tokyo S7 


FINALLY THE WINGS BIT INTO THE AIR AND LIFTED, y 
THE BEACH FELL AWAY BELOW THEM... 


ore 










BOY, THAT WAS 
CLOSE! | THOUGHT WE’D 
NEVER MAKE IT! 















YOU DID FINE, SNOWY ! 
YOU SAVED MY BROTHER'S LIFE 
BACK THERE ... | SURE HAD 
YOU FIGURED WRONG, AND 
I'M SORRY. 


FORGET IT, CHUCK ~ 
VM JUST GLAD YOUR 
BROTHER'S OKAY. HERE, , 
SHAKE ON IT. 














y¥ AND CHUCK GRIPPED THE 
AUSTRALIAN’S HAND AT LAST. 
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TARAPAN WAS SUCCESSFULLY INVADED AND OCCUPIED - AND 
FORGOTTEN AS THE ALLIES HOPPED TO.THE NEXT ISLAND ON : 
THE SKYWAY TO TOKYO, THE NEXT STEP ALONG THE HARD WAY BACK. | 
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FORGOTTEN ... EXCEPT BY TWO ALLIED FLYERS, ONE AUSTRALIAN AND ONE 
AMERICAN. FOR BILL SNOW AND CHUCK HARRIS DATED A LONG AND INSEPARABLE 
FRIENDSHIP FROM THE DAY THEY LANDED ON THE ISLAND OF TARAPAN. 
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3 MORE THRILLING 
“AIR ACES” FOR YOU 


No. 234 WINGED HUNTERS 
The enemy were certain to be 
stung when the Navy’s Fireflies 

swarmed ! 





No. 237 COCKPIT SURRENDER 


... but was it a trick to escape 
the Hurricane’s bullets ? 


NOW ON SALE— 
BUY THEM TODAY! 























No. 235 BOMBER’S VENGEANCE 


Despite furious attacks 
by German fighters, the 


Halifaxes press on to their 
target. 














112 commem- 
1 oratives value 
over 5/- 
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Just send 414d. stamp and ask to see my discount 
bookiets of foreign and commonwealth 
stamps on 14 days’ approval. 


(Please tell your parents.) 


CAPTAIN MARTIN CAMPBELL (APA) 


29 PALATINE ROAD, GORING-BY-SEA, SUSSEX. 


TT ee] FREE! 
: 20 WOODLAND LIFE 


Old Badger offers this super 
new gift to all applying to 
join. the young Badgers 
Stamp Club. Included as well 
as stamps shown wil! be 
Squirrel, Otter, etc. For 
membership details and Free 
Gift just send 44d. stamp 
and ask to see a selection 
of my Commonwealth and 
Foreign stamps on 10 days’ 
approval. 

(Please tell your parents.) 

OLD BADGER (AI }), 


BADGERS HOUSE, SOUTH ST.. 
LANCING. SUSSEX 
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